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On Feb. 5, Democrat and Republican members of the House and Senate introduced a bill aimed
at promoting democracy in Cuba. According to Robert Torricelli (D-NJ) chair of the House
Hemispheric Affairs Subcommittee and principal sponsor of the bill , "This is the first attempt for
formulate an integral policy toward Cuba." If approved, the legislation would obligate US company
subsidiaries to conform to the economic embargo against Cuba, and apply pressure on US allies to
cooperate with Washington's policy against Cuba. According to the language of the bill, provision
of aid, subsidies, or other types of special assistance to Cuba will disqualify "any government" from
receiving US aid or benefitting from cooperation programs with the US (e.g., the Initiative for the
Americas, and free trade agreements). Next, the bill stipulates that as soon as Havana establishes
democratic government, relations with Washington will be normalized. In addition, the US offers
humanitarian aid, free trade, and restructuring or write-off of Cuba's foreign debt. The bill proposes
several mechanisms to promote change in Cuba, including improved telephone and postal service
communications, and assistance from non-governmental organizations to individuals and groups
dedicated to non- violent democratic change. Most of the measures proposed in the new bill are
already in force. Dante Fascell (D-FL), chair of the House Foreign Relations Committee, praised
the initiative as an excellent "opportunity" for those dedicated to respect for human rights and
democratic transition in Cuba. Bill Richardson (D-NM), leader of the Hispanic Caucus, said the size
of the coalition supporting the bill guarantees approval this year. The congressperson described
President Fidel Castro as "the last of the repressive dinosaurs." (Source: Agence France-Presse,
02/05/92)
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